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ABSTRACT 
"Because it's the rule." Ominous words in Singapore, where rules are not there to be broken. My crime had been to
venture out with a laptop to work in a café. I needed to escape some drilling in my apartment building and I like
working in a place with good coffee and a low level of hubbub. After happily typing away for an hour, I was spotted
by a waitress who insisted I stop. When I asked why, I got a flustered litany of reasons, ending with the above
statement, wielded with the finality of a parental "because I told you so."  
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